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The  first  settlers  of  Dighton  found  many  attractive  water 
power  sites  along  the  Segreganset-t  River' to  supply  power  for 
their  local  manufacturing  needs.  In  the  first  decades  of  the 
1800’s,  many  of  the  better  mill  sites  were  enlarged  and  power 
increased  for  the  establishment  of  more  exten’sive  and  sophis¬ 
ticated  machinery. 

Where  the  simple  mills  of  the  1700’s  were  successful  in 
supplying  the  local  needs  for  grinding,  sawing  lumber  and 
forging  iron,  the  later  mills  soon  proved  uneconomical  to  run. 
Shortly  after  the  Civil  War  most  had  reverted  back  to  sawing 
lumber  or  shingles  if  not  entirely  closed  up.  *"*  ■ 

The  last  mill  to  operate  was  run  by  George  Jillson.  This 
was  a  sawmill  at  Site  2  off ‘Williams  Street  and  ran  into  the 
1940’ s.  Matthew  Briggs,  Jr.  had  established  one  of  the  first 
saw  mills  in  Town  at  the  same  site  in  the  1730’s.  Thus  in  200 
years,  industry  along  the  Segregansett  River  had  run  a  full 
circle:  beginning  and  ending  at  the  same  site  and  producing 
the  same  product. 


Mi,  It  Sites  Z,  P. 3  and  3 
Both  Sides  Williams  Street 

and  Briggs  Street 

Matthew  Briggs,  Sr.  and  Josiah  Talbot  were  the  first 
land  owners  at  these  sites  in  the  early  1700  ’s.  Briggs’ had 
established  a  large  homestead  that  encompassed  about^all  the 
suitable  mill  sites  north  of  Center  Street  and  east  of  Wil¬ 
liams  Street.  This  homestead  was  800  to  1000  feet  wide  and 
ran  westerly  from  the  Taunton  River  to  Williams  Street • (then 
called  Upper  Street).  His  house  was  located  on  Somerset 
Ave.  (or  Lower  Street).  In  1735  he  sold  his  son  Matthew 
Briggs  Jr.  the  westerly  end  of  this  farm  which  comprised 
about  91  acres  and  ran  westerly  from  a  spot  near  Middle 
Street  to  Williams  Street;  There  were  no.  houses  or  mills  on 
this  tract  of  land  at  that  time.l 

Josiah  Talbot  established  himself  about  the  same  time  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Williams  Street  and  both  sides  of  Horton 


1Book  30,  page  120,  December  8,  1735,  BCN  Registry  of  Deeds,  Mathew 
Briggs  Sr.  to  Matthew  Briggs  Jr.  Matthew  Briggs  Jr.  paid  500  £  for  this 
91  Acre  —  32  Perches  tract  of  land.  No  buildings  or  mills  are*  mentioned. 
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Street.  Hi$  homestead  was  equally  large  and  ran  from  Williams 
Street  westerly  to  the  Rehoboth  line.  This  area  was' known  as 
the  "Upper  Division." 

Both  men  got  busy  and  soon  had  mills  running  on  three 
sites  as  well  as  establishing  their  farms.  By  the  time  of 
his  death,  28  years  later  in  1763,  Matthew  Jr/  had  built  and 
was  successfully  operating  a  saw  mill  at  Site  2  (off  east  side 
Williams  Street)  and  a  grist  mill  and  iron  forge  at  Site  3 
(Briggs  Street).  The  forge,  grist  mill  and  his  house  on 
Briggs  Street  were  built  about  1735,  and  the  sawmill  soon 
after.  Tradition  says  that  Briggs  brought  the  machinery  for 
the  gristmill  and  forge  over  from  England  in  the  early  1700 rs.^ 

In  1763  the  forge  consisted  of  a  bellows,  anvil,  vise, 
trip  hammer  and  small  "cole"  house.  The  grist  mill  was  oper¬ 
ated  at  the  same  site  as  the  forge -(Site  3).  The  sawmill  was 
described  as  being  located  near  Gershom  Williams  (he  was  liv¬ 
ing  at  present  Reed  House,  Williams  Street).  Briggs  was  versa¬ 
tile  as  he  also  owned  a  full  set  of  carpenter  tools. 

It  is  not  certain  who  inherited  the  various  portions  of 
the  Briggs  homestead  and  mills.  His  property  was  divided 
.amongst  his  heirs,  but  unfortunately  the  Division  was  never 
^-recorded  in  the  Probate  Court. 

t 

In  1770  (7  years  later),  his  widow  Mary  owned  one  half 
of  the  house  with  s'on  Henry  Briggs.  She  and  sons  Henry  and 
Matthew  Briggs  also  owned  the  grist  mill  together.  No  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  the  forge,  but  it  could  have  been  called  a 
Blacksmith  Shop.  It  was  known  by  both  names  at  various  times. D 

Evidently,  at  this  time,  the  widow  Mary  Briggs  was  running 
at  least  a  portion  of  the  farm.  Besides  the  interest  in  the 
house  and  mill,  she  had  a  horse,  2  cows,  10  sheep,  2  swine. 

She  raised  24  bushels  of  grain,  5  tons  of  English  hay  on  8 


^Book  32,  Page  6k,  Sept.  21,  1738,  BCN  Registry  of  Deeds,  liathaniel 
Fisher  to  Josiah  Talbot,  describes  a  large  tract  of  land  at  the  corner  of 
Williams  and  Center  Streets.  The  deed  states  the  land  lies  near  Matthew 
Briggs  Jr.  dwelling  house,  indicating  Matthew  built  shortly  after  his 
purchase  in  1735. 

;  •  Matthew  Briggs  Jr.  rs  inventory  of  his  estate  is  dated  March  2k-, 
1764,  in  the  Bristol  County  Probate  Office.  There  is  a  complete  list  of 
his  forging  equipment,  carpenter  tools  and  farming  equipment  as  veil  as 
the-  three  mills  he  owned.  • 

4 History  of  Bristol  County . 

81770  Tax  List  of  Dighton  Mass. ,  State  Archives  does  not  list  the 
.forge  under  the  Briggs '  family  or  any  other  forge.  The  grist  mill  is 
listed.  Blacksmith  shops  were  not  listed. 
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acres,  and  2*tons  of  fresh  meadow  hay  on  3  acres.  Also  she 
produced  6  barrels  of  cider.  Matthew  and  Henry  didn’t  do  any 
farming,  or  maybe  it  was  done  under  the  mother's  name.  Be-  • 
sides  the  grist  mill  shares,  they*  also  ran  a  tan  house  which 
usually  was  connected  with  a  slaughter  house . 6 

It  is  possible  that  son-in-law  James  Henr-v  was  also 
closely  connected  with  the  homestead  and  manufacturing.  In 
1772  he  was  sued  by  Gershom  Williams,  and  the  court  allowed 
Gershom  to  have  the  use  of  Henry’s  farm,  barn  and  shop  for 
two  years  or  until  October,  1772.7  We '  may  wonder  where  Henry 
went'  for  that  time.  From  a  description  of  the  property,  it 
appears  that  his  homestead  was  a  portion  of  the  Briggs  farm, 
but  it  is  not  certain. 

Meanwhile  Josiah  Talbot®  was  prospering  on  his  large  land 
holdings  mostly  on  the  west  side  of  Williams  Street..  At  his 
death  in  1754,  he  owned  a  large  farm  that  was  divided  among 
his  numerous  children  as  well  as  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill. 
Also,  he  was  owner  of  six  Negro  slaves  and  one  Indian  slave.— 
His  grist  and  saw  mills  were  located  on  the  north  side  of  the 
present  dam  on  the  west  side  of  Williams  Street.  Josiah's 
son-in-law,  Capt.  Gershom  Williams,  apparently  took  over  the 
main  business  interests  of  the  farm  with  Josiah ’Talbot  Jr. 9 


^1770  Tax  List,  Mass.  State  Archives. 

7 Book  54,  Page  5^9,  October  1772,  James  Henry  to  Gershom  Williams. 
The  house,  barn  and  shop  cannot  be  precisely  located  due  to  the  1 act  tuat 
the  Matthew  Briggs  Jr.  Probate  Division  was  not  recorded,  but  it  seems-  00 
•be  at  the  forge. 

^ Josiah  Talbot  was  the  son  of  Jared  Talbot,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Dighton  and  one  of  the  Town’s  most  prominent  men.  Josiah’s  young- -urn 
daughter,  Deborah,  married  Enoch  Goff,  the  founder  of  the  West  Dighton 
Church . 

^The  Division  and  Inventory  of  the  Josiah  Talbot  Estate  ure  recorded 
in  the  Bristol  County  Probate  Office  in  April  1757.  At  this  time  Horton 
Street  did  not  exist  as  a  Town  Way.  .It  was  established  for  the  benefit 
of  Josiah’s  children. who  each  received  large  tracts  of  land  running  from 
Williams  Street  to  the  Rehoboth  line.  Horton  Street  right  of  way  was  set 
up  so  the  various  children  could  get  out  to  Williams  Street.  It  soon 
after  became  a  public  way. 

Josiah  Talbot  had  a  large  estate  for  -his  time.  The  value  was  £120n 


in  real  estate,  with  a 

total 

value  of  over 

£1571. 

His  slaves 

were  as 

follows : 

£ 

Shillings  Pence 

£  Shillings 

Pence 

Indian  Slave  Tom 

12 

18 . 

•  0 

Negro  Violet 

25  - 

lo 

■  0 

Negro  boy  James 

0 

32 

5 

Girl  Mercy 

0  - 

32  - 

5 

Negro  boy  David 

25 

16 

0  ■ 

Boy  Hector 

21  - 

0 

•  0 

Negro  boy  Perez 

.  7 

0 

0 

His  livestock  c-onsisted 

of  1 

mare,  1  horse. 

3  oxen 

1,  4  heifers. 

1  bull. 

{. 

cows,  3  yearlings,  8  swine  and  39  sheep.  '  The  sheep  vfere  very  plentiful  up 
to  the  l800’s  on  Dighton  farms. 
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In  1770,  Gershom  continued  to  own  one  slave,  about  the  last  in 
the  Town  of  .Dighton. 10  Rehoboth  had  none.  Gershom  owned  one- 
third  of  the  grist  mill  (Site  1)  west  side  Williams  Street  and 
all  of  the  saw  mill  at  Site  2.  The  latter  had  been  purchased 
from  the  Briggs  heirs  in  1768.  The  other  interest  in  the.  grist 
mill  was  owned  by -his  brother-in-law -Josiah  Talbot.  The  orig¬ 
inal  Talbot  sawmill  on  the  west  side  of  Williams  Street  appar¬ 
ently  didn’t  operate  long  after  Josiah  Talbot  Sr.'s  death. 

Captain  Ge.rshom  passed  away  in  1775  ,'  and  the  grist  mill 
and  saw  mill  passed  on  to  his  heirs.  Just  who  got  what  is 
not  easy  to  determine  because  of  the  way  the  will  was  drawn 
up, H  but  by  1792  the  grist  mill  (Site  1)  was  owned  by  Simeon 
.Williams,  Jonathan  Williams  and  Josiah  Talbot  Jr.  At  that  time 
they  signed  an  agreement  that:  "We  are  all  equal  owners  of  a 
grist  mill  now  standing  near  Jonathan  Williams  land  and  mutually 
agree  (etc.)  not  take  advantage  of  one  or  the  other  by  ponding 
or  making  hay  or  other  kind  of  conduct  by  improving  the  grist 
Mill. "12 

Not  long  after,’  or  even  before,  as  it  is  not  entirely 
clear,  Isaac  Babbitt  appeared  on  the  scene  and  bought  portions 
of  the  Williams  family  property  on  the  east  side  of  Williams 
Street.  He  supposedly  began  the  manufacturing  of  wooden  plugs 
for  use  in  ship  construction.  This  was  done  at  the  mill  site 
(Site  1)  on  the  west  side  of  Williams  Street  where  (early 
1800's)  Simeon  Williams  operated  a  sawmill  (maybe  the  old 
Josiah  Talbot  mill)  and  near  a  Lap  Mill  run- by  Joshua  Williams. 
However,  the  records  are  obscure  as  to  the  truth  of  those 
facts. 13  But  Isaac  was  definitely  the  "prime  mover"  in  chang¬ 
ing  the  primitive  type  mills  of  the  earlier  1700’s  to  more 
specialized  and  extensive  manufacturing.  Just  howr  or  when  he 
did  this  is  not  clear.  Again  tradition  says  a  cotton  mill  was 
established  in  the  early  1800 's  (perhaps  the  first  in  Dighton) 
at  Site  2,.  the  old  Briggs  sawmill.  This  mill  was  known  as  the 
White  Birch  Cotton  Factory. 14  By  1818  the  name  had  been  changed 
to  The  Wellington  Cotton  Manufacturing  Co.  when  Babbitt  and  his 
partners  sold  out  to  the  Oiney  interests  of  Providence .  1 5 


1-^lTTO  Tax  List,  Mass.  State  Archives. 

llGershom  Williams  Estate  is  recorded  in  the  Bristol  County  Prohate 
Records  in  1775  and  is  difficult  to  follow  as  he  refers  back  to  earlier 
purchases  and  the  "remainder  of  lots." 

l^Book  71,  Page  575,  March  1,  1792  BCNR  of  Deeds. 

13 History  of  Bristol  County . 

1  ^Ibid, 

l^Isaac  Babbitt  purchased  the  sawmill  site  and  46  acres  from  jor-hua- 
Williams  on  May  23,  l8o4.  Book  84,  p.  403.  The  sawmill,  however,  was 
excluded.  It  is  not  clear  how  Babbitt  started  the  cotton  mill,  or  when. 
Book  113,  Page  478,  Sept..  4,  1823.  Isaac  Babbitt  to  George  R.  A.  Oiney,  . 
4  shares  in  the  Wellington  Cotton  Mill. 


This  was  the  beginning  of  the  heyday  for  building  small 
textile  mills  along  the  small  southeastern  Massachusetts 
streams.  All  eventually  failed,  and  before  doing  so  had  many 
precarious  business  nups  and  downs.”  '  One  of  the  causes 'of  a 
failure  was  a  lack  of  a  steady  and  reliable  source  of  water 
power.  The  mills  built  for  the  grinding  of  corn  or  the  ’saw¬ 
ing  of  wood  were  not  troubled  by  this  as  they’were  worked 
along  with  the  seasonal  farming  business.  After  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  spring  sawing,  maybe  in  late  April,  the  pond 
was  drained  and  the  mill  owner  began  his  farming  acrivities. 
Fresh  Meadow  hay  was  a  valuable  crop  that  could  be  obtained 
from  these  pond  bottoms.  In  1770  Josiah  Talbot  Jr.  was  cuttin 
7  acres  of  fresh  meadow  hay  while  his  brother-in-law,  Capt. 
Gershom  Williams,  was  cutting  on  10  acres.  This  hay  was 
probably  cut  on  the  pond  west  of  Williams  Street  which  had 
become  to  be  known  as  ’’Grist  Mill  Pond.”  In  contrast,  the 
two  men  together  cut  only  8  acres  of  upland  (English)  hay. 16  ^ 
Both  had  good  size  farms  at  the  time,  and  the  fresh  meadow 
hay  from  along  the  pond  bottoms  had  great  economic  importance. 
In  the  fall  the  sluice  in  the  dams  would  be  closed,  and  the 
grist  mill  started  for  the  fall  grinding.  Thus  there  was  a 
simple  inTemlay  of  the  yearly  activities  that  were  the 
basis  of  the  subsistance  type  farm.  This  is  how  their  lives 
had  been  carried  on  for  generations  and  is  what  they  under¬ 
stood  best.  It  also  had  proven  successful. 

With  the  establishment  of ‘specialized  manufacturing, 
such  as  a  cotton  mill  or  a  nail  mill,  this  all  changed. 

The  investment  in  special  machinery  required  the  year-round 
Use  of  the  mill.  No  longer  was  it  feasible  to  shut  down  in 
the  summer  months  and  cut  hay  or  tend  the  garden  while  better 
powered  mills  could  reap  profits  from  their  investment  twelve 
months  of  the. year. 

Invariably  the  first  attempt  to  correct  the  undependable 
power  source  was  to  strengthen  and  heighten  the  dam.  This  was 
probably  done  at  the  Briggs  sawmill  site  (Site  2)  about  1815. 
The  horsepower  available  could  be  increased,  but  the  size  of 
the  storage  pond,  due  to  ...the  nature  of .  the  terrain,  was  lim¬ 
ited;  The  usual  procedure'  to  correct  the  latter  was  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  large  storage  reservoir.  In  the  Wellington  Cotton 
Mills  case*  this,  was  done  by  purchasing  the.  dam  and  rights 
at  the  gristmill  pond  on  the  west  side  of  Williams  Street. 

As  water  was  needed  at  the  Cotton  Mill  (Site  2),  the.sluice 
was  opened  in  the  dam  on  the  grist  mill  pond  to  allow  the 
water  to  replenish  the  reservoir  at  the  Cotton  Mill. 


l61770  Tax  List. 
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The  Wellington  Cotton  Mill  was  worth  about  $1400  when  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Olneys  in  1823.  Isaac  Babbitt  and  Nathaniel 
Wheeler  owned  two  shares  each.  Wheeler  was  a  promoter  of  sev¬ 
eral  other  mills  at  the  time  including  sites  at  Mt.  Hope  Finish 
ing  Co.  and  smaller  mills  south  of  Center . Street . 

One  of  the  Olneys  ran  into  financial  difficulty  in  1829 
and  the  property  was  seized  by  the  Deputy  Sheriff.!/  However, 
business  snapped  back  when  other  members  of  the  family  took 
over.  The  last  mention  of  it  being  in  operation  is  in  1834. 

It  was  then  worth  $1800  with  Amos  Olney  owning  10  shares  out 
of  27.18  ' 

The  gristmill  (Site  1)  was  discontinued  before  1834  or 
when  the  Cotton  Mill  took  over  the  control  of  the  Grist  Mill 
Pond,  An  1831  map  shows  only  a  Cotton  Mill  in  the  area.  How¬ 
ever  an  1850  map  shows  a  "mill"  at  the  grist  mill  site  and 
nothing  at  the  Cotton  Mill  location.  The  Briggs  forge  which 
was  still  prospering  in  the  early  decades  of  the  1800’ s  must 
also  have  had  a  water  storage  problem,  as  in  1834  they  too 
purchased  the  right  to  use  the  Grist  Mill  Pond  water.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Cotton  Mill  retained  primary  control  of  this  water 
supply. 19 

The  grist  mill  pond  privelege  and  saw  mill  site  were 
sold  many  times  until  George  Jillson  acquired  the  property 
in  1923.  He  operated  the  site  much  as  before,  letting  water 
out  of  the  gristmill  pond  to  supply  his  sawmill  at  Site  2. 

This  mill  ran  into  the  1940’s.  It  was  operated  by  a  turbine, 
the  remains  of  which  may  stiil  be  seen. 20  Henry  F.  Boardman 
now  owns  the  sawmill  or  Cotton  Mill  ruins  while  the  Peppasquash 
Community  Club  owns  the  Old  Grist  Mill  Pond  dam.  .  However,  it 
is’  not  certain  if  that  included  all  water  rights.  C.  C. 

Marble  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  have  the  right  to  cut  ' 


^Book  128,-  Page  21,  Aug.  29,  1829,  BCNR  of  Deeds. 
i^Book  1^3,  page  216,  l06,  122,  etc.  April  and  June  l83l. 

19Book  ll2,  page  330,  April  I83I,  BCNR  of  Deeds.  Joseph  Briggs 
purchased  this  right  for  his  forge  for  $150.00*  The  deed  said  Amos  Olney 
was  living  nearby  and  Briggs  has  a  right  to  set  a  mill  on  both  sides  of 
the  grist  mill  pond  waste  way,  and  he  can’t  interfere  with  the  Cotton 
Factory  operation  etg.  One  may  wonder  who  owns  .these  rights  now. 

.20gOy  W*  Horton,  Horton  Street,  Dighton,  recalls  Mr.  Jillson  run¬ 
ning  this  sawmill  at  that  time  and  often  had  hoards  sawn  there.  Mir. 
Jillson  wouid,  on  occasion,  remove  a  board  from  the  grist  mill  pond  dam 
to  allow  the  sawmill  dam  to  refill* 


rrur&  VtsJUjus 
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the  ice  on  the  pond  and  the  mill  p.rivclege  cannot,  lower  the 
water  more  than  1  1/2  feet  when. the  ice  prospects  look  good. -1 

The 'Briggs  forge  at  Site  3  ran  as  late  as  1871.  Matthew 
Briggs  III  had  eventually  acquired  full  title  to  the  site. 

He  died  in  1824,  leaving  most  of  his  property  to  sons  Henry 
and  Joseph  Briggs  and  allowing  his  wife  Celia  to  use  certain 
rooms  in  his  house.  Also,  Celia  had  the.  use  of  1/3  of  the 
grist  mill  at  Briggs  Street.  The  mill  and  forge  at  this 
place  were  a  successful  operation.  The  grist  mill  was  still 
running  in  1891  which  made  156  years  of  continuous  operation. 
The  forge  evidently  had  ceased  business  before  this.  In  1824 
the  grist  mill  had  a  priority  use  of  the  water  in  the  pond  as 
Matthew  ordered  in  his  will:  "My  will  is  that  water  shall  not 
be  drawn  at  the  trip  hammer  gate  to  the  detriment  of  the 
grist  mill. ”22  As  mentioned  before,  the  Briggs  forge  and  grist 
purchased  additional  water  rights  in  the  Grist  Mill  Pond  west 
of  Williams  Street  to  give  their  mill  a  more  stable  operation. 

Matthew fs  son  Joseph  seemed  to  have  been  more  active  in 
the  business  than  brother  Henry  Briggs.  Joseph  also  estab¬ 
lished  a  sawmill  south  of  Center  Street  as  will  be  mentioned 
later.  Joseph  died  in  1863  leaving  "all  my  tools,  machinery 
and  water  priveleges"  to  sons  Albert  and  Franklin  Briggs. 

Just  exactly  what  they  were  or  what  he  owned  is  not  known.  . 

As  in  typical  Briggs  family  fashion,  wills  and  probates  were 
either  not  recorded  or  described  in  the  briefest  manner  pos'-- 
ble.  Terms  such  as  "upper  pasture1*  are  used  to  describe 
legacies  that  are  impossible  to  define  today.  It  wasn’t 
until  J.  Stewart  McNamara  surveyed  the  Briggs  land  for  J. 

Edmond  Briggs  in  1942  that  a  clear  picture  could  be  arrived 
at  as  to  what  they  owned.  The  property  at  that  time  had 
been  in  the  Matthew  Briggs  Jr.  family  for  over  two  hundred 
years  when  sold  to  George  Collis.23 


Mills  South  Side  of 

Center  Street 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  mills  were  established  south  of 
Center  Street  at  Sites  5,  6*  and  7  before  1800.  The  original.- 


^Book  jkj ,  page  267,  Aug.  11,  1923,  BCNR  of  Deeds.  Joshua  Heed 
to  George  W.  Jill son. 

2^Will  of  Matthev  Briggs  III,  Book  62,  page  67,  October  i32t, 
Bristol  County  Probate  Records. 

23will  of  Joseph  Briggs,  Book  183,  page  377,  ca.  1863,  Bristol 
County  Probate  Records. 
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land  owner»-in  the  early  1700's  whose  farm  contained  these 
sites  was  Matthew  Gpoding  Sr.  His  extensive  land  holding 
was  bounded  on  the  Taunton  River  on  the  East,  Williams  or 
Upper  Street  on  the  West,  Center.  Street  on  the  North,  and 
was  about  1100  feet  deep. 24  Pine  Street  did  not  exist  un¬ 
til  about  1780  and  probably  developed  out  of  a  right  of 
way  for  the  benefit  of  Matthew's  heirs. 25  This  large  tract 
of  land  was  broken  up  among  his  children  after  his  death  in 
1757.  Matthew  Gooding  Jr.  was  set  off  a  large  parcel  east 
of  Pine  Street  that  encompasses  all  of  these  future  mill 
sites.  Gideon  Babbitt  purchased  this  land  and  other  adja¬ 
cent  parcels  in  1789  and  probably,  with  Isaac  Babbitt,  con¬ 
structed  a  grist  mill  at  Site  6.26  The  earliest  mention  of 
it  was  in  1811  when  they  sold  the  grist  mill  and  2  acres  of 
land  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Wellington  Fulling  Mill. 

Among  the  proprietors  was  Joseph  Goff  Jr.  whose  family  had 
for  many  years  run.  a  similar  enterprise  in  Rehoboth.  Se- 
bray  Lawton,  a  neighbor  of  Goff  and  a  successful  trader, 
was  also  an  owner.  Gershom  Williams  Jr.  and  several  other  . 
Dighton  men  had  interests  in  the  new  enterprise. 2 7 

Shortly  after  the  Dighton  Oil  Mill  was  established  at 
the  same  dam.  The  Fulling  Mill  was  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  while  the  Oil  Mill  was  on  the  west  bank.  Private 
ways  were  established  for  the  benefit  of  these  mills  that 
ran  from  Pine  Street  through  the  mill  yards  and  on  to  Cen¬ 
ter  Street.”  In  the  earliest  days  of  the  mill  operations 
they  were  called  "Oil  Mill  Lane,"  "Clothing  Mill  Lane,"  and, 
as  the  activities  changed,  ‘’Saw  Mill  Lane.  "28. 

One  of  the  largest  owners  of  the  Oil  Mill  was  Nathaniel  ■ 
Wheeler  who  continually  pops  up  as  an  owner  or  business 
partner  in  enterprises  in  this  area.  Not  long  after  he  moved 
his  activities  to  Fall  River  for  bigger  things. 29 


^Probate  Division,.  Matthew  Gooding  Estate,  Book  13,  page  lo9 ,  July 

4,  1T5T‘  '  ;  .  .  .  • 

^About  the  first  mention  of  Pine  Street  is  in  1734. when  Matthew 
Gooding,  Widower,  was  divided  among  the  heirs.  Probate  Records,  Book  28, 
page  217.  • 

2°Book  67,  page  453,  Feb.  20*  1789*  BCNR  of  Deeds.  Matthew  Gooding 
to  Gideon  Babbitt . 

27Book  93,  page  509,  Sept.  21,  l8ll,  BCNR  of  Deeds.  This  description 
contains  3  complicated  rights  of  way  to  the  mill  that  could  be  the  orig¬ 
inal  deeds  for  the  sawmill  and  tack  mill  lanes  today. 

28There  are  many  deed  references  in  the  first  part  of  the  l8u0 ’ s  to 
the  Oil  Mill,  Clothing  Mill,  Fulling  Mill,  Rolling  Mill,  and  lanes  lead¬ 
ing  thereto.  See  Book  126,  p.  343,  April  1829,  BCNR  of  Deeds.  • 

^Nathaniel  Wheeler  is  mentioned  as  the  agent  for  the  Whecle**  fac¬ 
tory  in  1809,  but  eventually  moved  to  Fall  River  -  ( History  of  Bristol 
County ).  In  1829  (Book  128,  p.  19),  Wheeler  got  into  some  trouble  with  • 
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Capt.  D^vid  Perry  appeared  on  the  scene  in  1827  and  had 
visions  of  consolidating  the  existing  businesses  as  well  as 
establishing  a  nail  factory  and  machine  shop.  Two  years 
later  he  was  bankrupt,  and  his  consolidations  were  broken  up 
into  many  small  .lots  as  we  see  it  today  to  satisfy  his 
creditors. 30  At  that  time  (1829)  the  clothing  or. fulling 
mill  was  still  running  and  sharing  the  dam  with  a  rolling 
mill  (Site  6),  perhaps  where  the  Oil  Mill  had  been  built. 

Perry  also  had  built  a  stone  building  on  the  south  side 
of  Center  Street,  a  little  east  of  Pine  Street,  that  was  run 
in  conjunction  with  the  tack  factory  at  Site  5. 

After  the  Perry  failure  in  1829,  the  Tack  Factory  (Site 
5)  ran  at  least  until  1871.  The  Wellington  Fulling  Mill  was 
changed  into  a  blacksmith  shop  on  the  lower  floor  and  a  tub 
and  pail  factory  upstairs.  This  finally  burned,  and  on  the 
ruins  Joseph  Briggs  (of  the  Briggs  Forge)  erected  a  saw  mill 
that  ran  for  many  years.  This  was  passed  on  to  his  heirs 
who  sold  the  sawmill  to  George  Gooding  in  *1866.  Gooding 
also  took  over  the  Tack  Factory  operations  at  about  the 
same  time. 33-  Gooding  sold  out  in.  1886,  and  it  is  uncertain 
if  it  was  still  operating. 

In  the  sawmill  deal,  the  Briggs’  included  the  following: 
’’Machinery,  Fixtures,  shingle  machine,  large  circular  saw, 
frame  and  debts." 

The  tack  factory  included  :  "a  tack  machine,  grind 
stone  and  tripper  with  the  right  to  draw  water  from  the 
upper  pond"  (Site  4).  The  ’’upper  pond"  had  originally 
(before  1820)  operated  as  art  unspecified  mill ; 32  The  power 


one  of  his  enterprises.  He  was  part  owner  or  agent  for  the  Mt.  Hope  Xfg. 
$•  and  Dighton  Mfg*  Co.  at  North  Dighton  and  was  accused  of  using  the  cor.- 
j!  pany's  Blacksmith,  George  Crosbie,  and  company  material  to  make  various 
things  for  his  farm,  some  of  which  were:  copper  lightning  rods,  hinges, 
draft  chains,  latches  and  catches  for  his  gates,  butcher  knives,  hooks, 
Staples  and  spikes  for  the  barrio  fireplace  crane;  crane  eyes  and  mantle, 
pump,  etc.  1  don't  know  the  dutdome  of  the  case. 

30sodk  122,  page  433,  October  1827,  Book  i26,  page  34-3,  April  1329, 
etc!*,  BCNR  of  Deeds.  '  «  . 

31 History  of  Bristol  County  mentions  the  tub  mill,  etc.  and  that 
Joseph  Briggs  built  the  sawmill  on  the  ruins  after  a  fire.  For  the 
Gooding  purchases  see:  Book  280,  page  186,  Feb.  28,  i860  and  Bool:  283, 
page  2'49  in  1866  BCNR  of  Deeds. 

32por  &  description  of  the  mill  site  north  of  Center  Street  see 
the -Division  of  Job  Horton,  Probate  Records,  Bristol  County,  Sept.  1520. 
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available  was  low  compared  to  the  dams  on  the  south  side  of 
Center  Street  and  ceased  operations  when  taken  over  by  the 
Perry  interests  in  1827.  Perry  used  this  pond  as  storage 
reservoir  for  his  tack  mill  at  Si-te  5  in  a  similar  way  that 
the  Grist  Mill  Pond  on  Williams  Street  had  become  to  be 
used.  Thus  the  two  Sites  (5  and  6)  became  clo-sely  associated 
with  each  other.  Until  recent  times,  whoever  owned  one 
usually  owned,  the  other  or  had  some  sort  of  rights  in  the 
"Upper  Pond.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Crocker  Bab¬ 
bitt,  whose  homestead  was  on  both  sides  of  Middle  Street, 
reserved  the  flowage  rights  for  the  upper  pond  when  he  sold 
his  farm  in  1832*30 

Further  downstream  at  Site  7  Nathaniel  Leonard  built  a 
tack  factory  in  1845.  He  operated  22  machines  until  he  sold 
out  to  the  "Tack  Combination"  and  manufacturing  ceased.  34  .. 

The  factory  burned  and  was  never  rebuilt.  The  ruins  are  now 
on  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth  Investor s .  .g- 

In  some  references  the  tack  factory  at  Center  Street 
is  referred  to  as  the  "Brick  Mill."  It  is  not  clear  whether 
or  not  bricks  were  made  here  or  if  the  mill  was  constructed 
of  brick.  Probably  the  latter  is  true  as  brick  is  a  common 
building  material  in  that  neighborhood.  Both  the  church  and 
a  house  across  the  street  are  made  of  brick. 

If  one  visits  one  of  these  former  busy  spots  today,  all 
that  can  be  seen  are  eroded  earth  works  from  the  dam  and 
stone  foundations  lying  in  rubble  overgrown  with  brush  where 
the  former  mills  once  stood*  Some  ruins  have  been  entirely 
obliterated  by  recent  construction. 

The  Reverend  Tilton  in  his.  1918  History,  of  Rehoboth , 
when  describing  similar  events  in  Rehoboth,  very  aptly  put 
it  by  saying:  "To  the  casual  passer-by  there  is  today  scarcely 
a  sign  of  these  former  activities.  Mills,  millers  and  patrons 
have  long  since  passed  away  and  are  forgotten." 


134,  page  42 6,  April  l!-,  1832,  BCNR  of  Deeds,  Barnabas 
Crane  to  William  Hathaway,  both  sides -of  Middle  Street. 

3^ History  of  Bristol  County i  '■ 
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Dlgtiton  Historical.  Cormfeission 
List  of  Mill  Sites  on  the  Ssgreganset  River 

1.  White  Birch  Factory  Williams  St*  East  side 

2.  Nearby,  a  lap  Mill  1st  made  plugs  for  ship  carpenters :  Isaac  Babbitt 
3-  Joshua  Reed  Grist  Mill  Down  stream  a  bit  from  Williams  St. 

4.  Matthew  Briggs  Forge  and  Grist  Mill,  Briggs  St.  West  side 
5*  A  fulling  mill,  just  below  Briggs  Forge 

6.  Oapt.  David  Perry's  Machine  Shop  Just  east  of  center  Street  West  side 
of  river 

7*  Flaxseed  oil  Mill  J^feanile  below  reached  from  Pine  St.  Afterward  a  sew 
mill  on  San©  site  run  by  Joseph  Briggs 

8  Tack  Factory  Ffethaniel  Leonard  &  Son  l/2  mile  downstream  1845 

9 •  Siimacns  Mill  upstream  from  brook  3treet  slightly 

10.  Tanning  Mill  near  Carlton  Brown's  Elm  St.  bridge  south  of  Brook  st. 
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